Lehman College Master of Social Work (MSW) Fact Sheet
Greetings from Deborah Rubin, Admissions Director of the

MSW program at Lehman College

I am very pleased to learn of your interest in Lehman’s MSW program.  While I would prefer to answer each person individually, the number of inquiries exceeds my ability to respond to everyone promptly.  As a result, I have put together this fact sheet that I hope will provide a good start in answering your questions.  Please read it carefully.  It contains a great deal of information, including about the admissions process.
** Lehman’s MSW program is fully accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE).  Graduates are eligible to take the New York State Licensed Master Social Worker (L.M.S.W.) exam.  In addition, 2-year and 3-year graduates will have met the academic requirements for the Licensed Clinical Social Worker (L.C.S.W.) exam.  New York State requires 1-year Advanced Standing graduates to take an additional clinical class.  Applicants should be aware that graduates of all MSW programs are required to obtain additional, clinically supervised practice after passing the LMSW exam to be eligible for the LCSW exam.  No graduate, from any graduate social work program, is immediately eligible for the LCSW exam.  

** Lehman offers an Advanced Generalist curriculum that prepares all students for social work on multiple levels of practice.  Students have courses and fieldwork experience in the following areas:
                           --direct practice with individuals, groups and families;
                           -- supervision;
                           -- administration;
                           -- policy practice;
                           -- research
By design Lehman MSW students do not select an area or method of practice in which to specialize.  The curriculum is comprehensive and prepares students to assume social work staff and leadership positions in urban areas.  Most of the curriculum is predetermined and students must take one elective class that focuses on a particular practice area or population.
** All MSW classes are held on Tuesday and Thursday, starting at 4 or 5 pm and ending at 9 pm.  Note: even when a class session meets remotely the class gathers during the regular class time. 
** Fieldwork/practicum is required for two years and must take place during weekday, day-time hours when the agency is open and staff is working.  Students do not find their own field placements. If a student uses his/her place of employment for a field placement there are several important conditions that must be met: student/employee must have practicum responsibilities distinct from his/her paid job, s/he must be supervised by someone new, who is a licensed social worker. 
** One weekend day is permitted for fieldwork in agencies that are fully staffed and functioning on the weekend, but Lehman cannot guarantee a placement with weekend hours.                                                                                              
** Lehman offers the option of a two-year full-time (Track A) or three-year extended (Track D) program. Requirements for admission and graduation are the same.  Candidates must hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university, and must have completed 45 liberal arts credits in their undergraduate courses.              
Applicants should have attained an overall 3.0 Grade Point Average (GPA)—or very close to it. Official transcripts, three recommendations, a resume, and an application are required for review.  The admissions committee reads essay question responses thoroughly.  Both content and writing ability are assessed.
**The two-year full time program requires fieldwork during both years.  Fieldwork/practicum is 21 hours/week (3 full days), from September through May. 

** The three-year extended program offers only classes in the first year and students are considered to be part-time.  In the second year students take fewer classes while completing their first year of fieldwork, and are still considered part-time.  In the third and final year students take a full course load and complete their second year of fieldwork and are considered full-time. Fieldwork/practicum in the 3-year Extended program is 15 hours/week (2 full days), from September to end of June.
** Lehman also offers a one-year Advanced Standing (Track C) program that requires an undergraduate social work major from a baccalaureate social work program accredited by the Council on Social Work Education.  Students who are accepted to the Advanced Standing program enter the MSW program in the second year of the curriculum.  Thus the admission standards differ from those required of students who enter the two-year full time and three-year extended programs which offer the complete MSW curriculum.  Advanced Standing applicants should have a 3.2 GPA in the social work major.  They must complete additional essay questions about a specific practice example of their work from the field.  One of three recommendations must come from the faculty advisor in the undergraduate social work program and another must come from an agency supervisor.
** All students enter Lehman’s MSW program in the fall semester.  There is no spring semester entrance and MSW classes generally are not offered on a non-matriculating (non-degree) basis.
** Lehman’s graduate application must be completed and submitted online.  Visit www.lehman.edu/graduate-admissions/applying.php. Click Graduate Degree Seeking Application to set up your account. The application officially opens in November.
Answer only the essay questions in the Master of Social Work Supplement.
**Applicants must submit applications that include uploaded essay question responses and a resume. The final deadline to submit applications is February 15th. Since complete applications are reviewed in the order of applicant submission date it is to an applicant’s advantage to submit the application as early as possible.  Transcripts and letters of recommendation may come in separately from the applicant’s portion of application, but the Admissions Committee will not review an application until all required materials are submitted.
** Lehman’s MSW program does not grant transfer credit for classes taken in other MSW programs.
** Lehman’s MSW program does not require the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) for admission, or a thesis or comprehensive exam for graduation.
** Students must be New York state residents to be eligible for in-state tuition.  
** The Lehman campus is convenient to public transportation and major roads and offers ample student parking in secure, nearby lots.
** MSW Information Sessions are held virtually in the fall and winter. Go to 
https://www.lehman.edu/graduate-admissions/open-houses.php, and click Program Specific Information Sessions.
