
NASWNYS Western Division Steering/Member Committee Meeting  Minutes June 2023 
June 10,2023 
 
Present: Cheryl Eberl, Sylvia Gold, Jesse Grossman, Cheryl Mills, Elaine Rinfrette 
 
Agenda:  
 
1. Western Division Visit from NASWNYS Staff: Samantha Fletcher, Executive Director, Natalya 

Sandul Business Operations Manager 07/12/23 
2. Discussion regarding: New Mandatory 3.0  EU Professional Ethics Training as part of the 36 

CEUs required to renew Social Work License 
3. Brainstorming Ideas for future division Programs 
4. Discussion Regarding Archiving the Programs, Events etc.  the Division has held in the past. 
 
 
Western Division Visit by State Chapter Staff on 07/12/23: Jesse stated she has emailed back 
and forth with Samantha. She stated Samantha is looking forward to the visit and is pleased 
with the information that she shared with her (i.e. names of Social Work Schools in the Western 
Division and some larger employers of Social Workers in the Buffalo, NY area). The visit will be a 
Meet & Greet and will take place on Wednesday, July 12, 2023 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at The Eagle 
House Restaurant, 5578 Main St., Williamsville, NY 14221, phone: (716) 632-7669. Jesse stated 
Samantha will send an email blast to Western Division members including an RSVP. She stated 
Samantha would use a credit card to pay for the appetizers and beverages and have Natalya 
deduct the total from our Division Budget. Sylvia stated a $50.00 deposit is required one week 
in advance. She stated payment in full can be made the day of the event.  
 
Members discussed what appetizers to order. We decided on the following: small veggie/ 
cheese tray, bruschetta crostini, stuffed mushrooms & teriyaki meatballs. We decided to have 
soft drinks for beverages. Jesse stated she would email Samantha about the required deposit 
and perhaps Samantha or one of her staff can contact The Eagle House to take care of this. 
Members asked if there would be an agenda. Jesse stated not a formal one, but 
she could speak briefly about the Division accomplishments over the past year. Cheryl E. will 
bring some of our division brochures and Cheryl M. will bring our Division Banner. 
 
Question/Discussion Regarding New Mandatory 3.0 Professional Ethics Training as part of the 
total 36 CEUs required to Renew Social Work License: Elaine stated she sent an email to the 
Chapter asking what was required in the ethics training. She asked if our division could put 
together a training on Professional Ethics. We discussed the ethical training that requires 
professional boundaries. We discussed that there are many such trainings available through the 
State Chapter and from other sources. Cheryl M. stated she attended an Ethics Professional 
Boundary Webinar sponsored by the State Chapter 05/31/23. Jesse stated she just attended an 
ethics professional boundary webinar. We decided there are many opportunities for this 
training, and it would be redundant for us to put one together. 



Brainstorming/Discussion Ideas for Future Division Programming: Elaine stated she would like 
to see maybe four times a year having a clinical topic, a policy topic. Elaine stated she knows 
staff at UB School of Social Work who are doing research on gun violence and perhaps that 
could be a topic. She stated she would reach out to some contacts there. Sylvia stated we have 
really lost contact with the UB School of Social Work Staff. Cheryl M. suggested she could reach 
out to Olivia Knox, Policy Coordinator at the State Chapter to see if she could attend one of our 
Meetings in the fall and speak for about 15 minutes on what policy initiatives the Chapter will 
be supporting for the 2024 Legislative Session. We again discussed a book club as another 
possibility. 
 
 
Discussion Regarding Archiving Past Programming, Events the Division has Done in the Past: 
Jesse stated it would be important to try and pull this together. She stated she had reached out 
to former Division Director, Paula Madrigal over a year or more ago and that Paula informed 
her she thought she had some things and would send them but never did. Cheryl E. stated she 
has all the old records, programs for the luncheons & CEU programs we did from several plus 
years ago. Elaine offered to spearhead this project. 
 
 
Next Meetings:  
*No Clinical Meeting in July. Next Clinical Meeting: Tuesday, 08/01/23 at 6:00 p.m.  
Next Steering/Member Meeting: Saturday, 07/08/23 at 10:00 a.m.  
Both meetings are held virtually on Zoom. Registration for these meetings is available on the 
Chapter website, Western Division web page. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Cheryl S. Mills,, LCSW-R, ACSW 
 


