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Social Workers March on Albany To Fight

Student Debt

Posted: 3/04/2014 17:49

Social work leaders and delegations of students and faculty from 14 graduate and

baccalaureate social work programs from
across the state converged at the Capitol on
Tuesday, March 4th expansion of New
York’s Social Work Loan Forgiveness
program. According to NYS Higher
Education Services Corporation (HESC)
which administers the program, it is the

most highly utilized loan forgiveness program they oversee, yet it is the least funded. In
2013, 1176 applications were received however there was only enough funding for 32 new

awards.

The message to legislators in part is a word of caution that despite NYS Department of
Labor projections of a 23.3% increase in need for healthcare social workers and a 19.6%

increase in the need for mental I 26 3 3 2020,
recruitment and retention of the ce
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reasons for social workers moving away from positions in their chosen field.

Representatives from the event’s sponsoring organizations the National Association of
Social Workers — New York State Chapter (NASW-NYS), the NYS Association of Deans of
Schools of Social Work and NASW -NYC Chapter underscore the program’s pivotal role in
recruiting and retaining social work professionals in critical service areas across the state.

NY’s current social work loan forgiveness program was originally established in 2006 and
received a five year renewal in 2011 in the amount of $978,000 annually. Grants are
awarded to qualifying social workers employed in identified geographic and service delivery
high need areas (currently there are 28 eligible counties) based on availability of funds.
The proposed expansion requests an additional $500,000 in annual funding for the next
three years; the addition of home care to the currently identified critical human service
areas of health, mental health, substance abuse, aging, HIV/AIDS and child welfare; and

broadening the scope of geographic eligibility to include all 62 counties.

{ea]

Follow @sjsworks < 11.3K follow ers

Search.

Follow SJS

fv]inf3 ]

Orgs To Follow

éNewﬁSociul Worker®

ioclial woik

MNASW

National Association of Social Workers

New York State Chapter

Recent

Social Workers March on Albany To Fight
Student Debt

CRISP Annual Donor Drive Seeks to Ensure
Social Work Representation and

Involvement in Public Policy


http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.socialjusticesolutions.org%2F2014%2F03%2F04%2Fsocial-workers-march-albany-fight-student-debt%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=sjsworks&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/user?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.socialjusticesolutions.org%2F2014%2F03%2F04%2Fsocial-workers-march-albany-fight-student-debt%2F&region=count_link&screen_name=sjsworks&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/author/naswnys/
http://www.naswnys.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/NASW-NYS-Chapter/106718969393221
mailto:info@naswnys.org
http://www.naswnys.org/
http://facebook.com/socialjusticesolutions
http://twitter.com/sjsworks
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Social-Justice-Solutions-4672962
http://plus.google.com/100301840988584078041?prsrc=3
http://www.feedly.com/home#subscription/feed%2Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.socialjusticesolutions.org%2Ffeed
http://www.socialworker.com/
http://naswnys.org/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/latest/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/2014/03/04/social-workers-march-albany-fight-student-debt/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/2014/03/04/admiration-long-term-caregiver/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/2014/03/04/crisp-annual-donor-drive-march-3rd-march-9th/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.socialjusticesolutions.org%2F2014%2F03%2F04%2Fsocial-workers-march-albany-fight-student-debt%2F&text=Social%20Workers%20March%20on%20Albany%20To%20Fight%20Student%20Debt%20%E2%80%A2%20Social%20Justice%20Solutions&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.socialjusticesolutions.org%2F2014%2F03%2F04%2Fsocial-workers-march-albany-fight-student-debt%2F&via=SJSworks
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.socialjusticesolutions.org%2F2014%2F03%2F04%2Fsocial-workers-march-albany-fight-student-debt%2F
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?app_id=717408164942310&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.socialjusticesolutions.org%2F2014%2F03%2F04%2Fsocial-workers-march-albany-fight-student-debt%2F&display=popup
javascript:void(0);
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/latest/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/social-work/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/education/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/politics/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/humanity/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/tech/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/submit-post/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/about-us-2/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/staff/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/contributors/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/contact-us-2/
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/wp-login
http://socialjusticesolutions.org/wp-register.php
http://www.socialjusticesolutions.org/forum

“There is a mounting body of empirical evidence that social work interventions contribute
to reduced health care costs and more importantly better quality care”, states Ray Cardona,
NASW-NYS Executive Director. “Unfortunately for many, the financial pressures of
managing living expenses and student loan payments that in some instances equals a
mortgage payment, on a social work salary which typically start in the $30’s is an
overwhelming situation. Loan forgiveness can make the difference between a social worker
staying in the field to continue supporting the well being of others, or leaving

the profession in order to make their own ends meet.”

The National Association of Social Workers- New York State Chapter in Albany, NY, is the
largest membership organization of professional social workers in the state with over 8,000

members. It promotes, develops, and protects the practice of social work and social workers.

NASW-NYS also seeks to enhance the well-being of individuals, families, and communities

through its advocacy.
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Lashawand
We need help in Wisconsin as well I'm a social work major and I’'m a junior

and my debt is 45 grand and more.

March 4, 2014 / Reply

Judith M

Try to switch to another Major, since s.w.’s don’t get paid
enough to pay off their debts, and live a life whereby they can
live at the middle-class levels.

The progress
we seek must
be made in the
political arena.
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When Was Your “Aha!” Social Work
Moment?

Want to reduce mental illness? Address
trauma. Want to save the world? Address

trauma.

Suspensions plummet with peer mediation,
but at this school, it’s just another program

that’s going away

Open or “Closed” Adoption. Is One Better
Than The Other?

Obamacare Is Here to Stay... Kinda Sorta
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