
NASW-NYS Secures Funding in Final State Budget for Social Work Loan 

Forgiveness & Veterans Initiative   

The final budget bills passed by the NYS Legislature late 

Monday night include an appropriation for our Veterans 

Mental Health Training Initiative (VMHTI) and expansion 

of the social work loan forgiveness program.  

Year four of the VMHTI was included in the final version of the Mental Hygiene - Aid to 

Localities Budget Bill and funded a total of $450,000 to be equally divided among NASW-NYS, 

the New York State Psychiatric Association (NYSPA) and the Medical Society of the State of New 

York (MSSNY). The VMHTI, launched in 2009, is our workforce initiative to train community 

mental health and primary health care professionals across the state to better assess and treat 

veteran specific mental health conditions including Post Traumatic Stress, Traumatic Brain 

Injury and suicide prevention. Since the initial launch the VMHTI has trained more than 1600 

providers. 

Funding for expansion of the Social Work Loan Forgiveness 

program was included as a $250,000 appropriation in the 

Aid to Localities Budget Bill to be administered by the Higher 

Education Services Corporation (HESC) [This is in addition to 

the existing $978,000 the Chapter previously secured].  

Language changes to the statute included an expansion of 

service delivery categories to include Home Care and an agreement was brokered between the 

houses and the Governor’s office to re-examine the current formula used in determining high 

need counties, the details of which will be forthcoming. 

Given the state’s current fiscal climate, receiving any INCREASE in funding is a major win for the 

profession! Advocacy on behalf of this issue has involved the stellar efforts of the NASW-NYS 

Director of Policy and our collaborative efforts with the NYS Association of Deans of Schools of 

Social Work and the NASW-NYC Chapter both of whom co-sponsored our recent social work 

student lobby day on March 4th advocating for the expansion.  In addition, we delivered more 

than 600 postcards supporting our loan forgiveness initiative to the legislative representatives 

of those who participated in our online Stand Up Against Social Work Debt Campaign. It was a 

successful collective effort, and we are committed to fighting for the continuation of this 

additional funding and for further expansion of this vital program in next year’s budget.  
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