[DATE]
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor of New York State

Executive Chamber

New York State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224

RE: 
A.5299B (Pretlow)/S.2360B (Klein)

Dear Governor Cuomo,

As a social worker in New York State, I am writing to urge you to sign bill A.5299B (Pretlow)/S.2360B (Klein) which would authorize the mental health care and treatment of injured employees by licensed clinical social workers under the workers’ compensation insurance program. This legislation is not an expansion of services; it will increase the pool of eligible providers for such services and thus permits greater choice for New Yorkers injured during the course of their job who are being served under the workers compensation program. 
Social workers comprise over 65% of all professional mental health providers in the United States and are licensed in New York State to provide important clinical services, including diagnosis and psychotherapy. In New York State alone there are over 22,000 actively registered licensed clinical social workers; yet presently the workers’ compensation law only provides for the mental health care and treatment of injured individuals by licensed physicians or psychologists. 

It has been determined as a matter of law that the scope of practice of licensed clinical social workers does not vary in substance and is “wholly equal and the same” as the scope of practice of licensed psychologists (People v. R.R., 2005 NY Slip Op. 25561 (Sup. Ct. NY County, 2005)). Permitting licensed clinical social workers to provide mental health services to workers’ compensation claimants along with psychologists would vastly increase access to these vital services and allow consumers greater choice in mental health providers. 

There are many parts of the state in which psychiatrists and psychologists are not available to provide vital mental health services, including many rural areas and low-income communities in urban and suburban settings. Social workers are more likely to be available as mental health providers in these areas, either as independent providers or through service agencies. This is especially important given that many workers’ compensation claims involve manual laborers residing in such communities. Further compelling the need to include this profession under workers’ compensation law is that social workers greatly increase the pool of culturally and linguistically competent mental health providers, as well as providers from diverse backgrounds, which may be of importance to claimants requiring treatment. Social workers posses a unique and valuable skill set and are trained to treat the “whole person,” a perspective that acknowledges the importance of employment and other social structural supports to one’s overall well-being. Furthermore, social workers are often more cost effective than other providers, as treatment is often of shorter duration and more likely to be outcome oriented. 

New York State has a long history of providing health care consumers with the freedom of choosing from a number of qualified health care service providers. Additionally, the Workers’ Compensation Board itself employs licensed social workers in its own vocational rehabilitation program. Therefore, I ask that you sign A.5299B (Pretlow)/S.2360B (Klein) to provide greater access to mental health services for all injured employees being served under the workers’ compensation program in need of such services.

Sincerely,

[First and Last Name]
cc: Alexander Crohn, Assistant Counsel to the Governor
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